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Want to recognize someone for a kind deed or action? Simply write a letter
300 words or less to “Random Act of Kindness” explaining what happened
and expressing your gratitude. Please include your name and community of
residence. Letters may be emailed to ahaynes@conleynet.com or mailed or
dropped off at the News Graphic office, W61 N306 Washington Ave., Cedar-
burg, WI.

These are a few of our favorite things!
Submitted by the
Ozaukee County
Tourism Council

What’s there to do in Jan-
uary in Wisconsin…during
a pandemic?  We checked in
with the board of Ozaukee
County Tourism to see what
tourism leaders in our com-
munities are doing to get
out and about this month!

Kathy Tank, execu-
tive director, Port Wash-
ington Tourism Council

“When I walk along the
harbor in Port Washington
in winter, I try to remember
to bring my binoculars and
camera. There are always
unexpected dramatic photo
opportunities, especially
after it snows. And when it
is really cold, the lake looks
like it is smoking. There are
always migrating birds in
and around the harbor.
We’ve spotted snowy owls,
red-throated loons, and
other waterfowl not normal-
ly seen in the harbor. When
you are ready to warm up,
stop at the Chocolate Chisel
for a wonderful hot choco-
late to go.”

Pam King, executive
director, Grafton Area
Chamber of Commerce

“My husband and I love to
spend a few hours on Sun-
days in January and Febru-
ary snowshoeing on the
trails at Tendick Park in
Saukville, Virmond Park in
Mequon, Riveredge Nature
Preserve or on the Interur-
ban Trail in Grafton.  I try
to time it so that we end our
adventure with lunch, so
this winter, on our way
home, we plan to pick up
BBQ at Atlas BBQ or a pizza
from John’s Pizzaria, both
in Grafton, and warm up
while we eat and watch foot-
ball.”

Marjie Tomter, board
president, Ozaukee Wash-
ington Land Trust

“My need to meditate and
just take in nature doesn't
change when the tempera-
tures drop.  Cross-country
skiing, snowshoeing and
just plain walking in a natu-
ral area all work for me, but
my favorite way to travel
down the trails is on my

Hok skis.  
“The wider design makes

them great for light skiing
on the trails, they are faster
than snowshoes for walking
in really deep snow, and
their downhill speed can
rival most cross-country
skis.   

“My favorite place to get
out and be alone in nature
is Forest Beach Migratory
Preserve, an Ozaukee Wash-
ington Land Trust property.
There are many walking
trails through a variety of
habitats and opportunities
to spot wildlife along the

way.  The scent of fresh pine
and the silence are pre-
cious. Moving slowly
through natural places is
good exercise and a chance
to leave the cares of the
world behind. I recommend
leaving your dogs behind —
the wildlife is truly dis-
turbed by our canine bud-
dies and it defeats the medi-
tative quality of the experi-
ence.”

Cori Rice Kaminsky,
owner, White Rice Adver-
tising

“My husband and I are
beer drinkers, so capacity
restrictions on our favorite
bars and breweries has
sparked a new tradition for
us. We love to visit the brew-
eries around Ozaukee Coun-
ty and carry out cans at
places like The Fermentori-
um and Sahale Ale Works,
or growlers from favorite
spots like Inventors Brew-
pub and Rebellion Brewery.
Sometimes we’ll even mix
and match, and create our
own tasting flights! Yes...we
have tasting glasses and
flight paddles in our
house...don‘t judge!” 

Irene Buechler,
owner, Buechler Farms

“One of my favorite things
to do is right in my own
backyard.  Harrington
Beach State Park is such a
great place to hike, even in
the winter.  They have a
great welcome center where
people can park and pick up
one of the multiple trails
available.  Walking around
the quarry is one of my
favorite trails.  It’s so pretty
when the sun is out and the
snow covers the trees.  Most
of the time you can get a
glimpse of the wild life,
including deer.  

My husband and I own
several draft horses.  If the
roads are not icy, we’ll take
the horses out for a leisure
ride through the park to get
them some exercise.”

Tara Williams, execu-
tive director, Begium
Area Chamber of Com-
merce

“When we’re feeling
cooped up during the coldest
winter months, we love an
evening out at the Chicken
Comedy nights at Memories
Dinner Theater.  Their all-
you-can-eat broasted chick-
en is awesome and it is so
good for the soul to spend an
evening belly laughing —
especially these days. Memo-
ries does a wonderful job
with their COVID-19 safety
precautions. They now have
smaller tables, social dis-
tancing, and take several
new precautions while serv-
ing dinner to keep their
guests safe.  On the way
home, we highly recommend
the old fashioneds at Kyotes
Bar & Grill — they are stu-
pendous.”

Maggie Dobson, exec-
utive director, Cedarburg
Chamber of Commerce

“It might be cold, but there
is no better time to get in
some shopping than during
the winter months! I love to
bundle up and spend time
walking through downtown
Cedarburg, checking out the
beautiful stores and attrac-
tions. 

There is nothing like duck-
ing into a cozy shop to look
at unique items, like at the
Pagoda Fine Jewelry, located
just next to the picturesque
grist mill along Cedar
Creek. 

I also love stopping in at
Cedar Creek Settlement and
visiting the Cedar Creek
Winery for a tasting or tour. 

And, a day in Cedarburg
isn’t complete without a stop
at The Gem Shop, a working
lapidary, to check out their
beautiful gems and agates
plus an 8,000-pound petrified
wood log from Arizona, col-
lected in 1910. It’s 6 feet tall
— you won’t find that kind of
photo op at a big box store!”
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Downtown Port Washington still provides photo-worthy views along the lake in the winter.
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Snowshoeing at Riveredge Nature Center is another good way to pass the time this winter.

The Cottage Gardener 53012 (formerly ‘Trees and Associates’)
By Glenn Herold

On Valen-
tine’s Day,
Feb. 14, 2012,
my first
“Trees and
Associates”
column was
published in
the News
G r a p h i c .
Nine years
and about 125 columns later,
it’s time for a change. Start-
ing with this first column of
2021, I will be covering a
wider range of gardening
topics, not just focusing on
a plant species. The topics
that I cover will be some-
what up to you. While some
of you have written to me
with questions that I have

addressed individually,
from now on these ques-
tions will be the focus of my
column. If you have specific
questions about a plant,
how to plant, how to divide
plants, your lawn, or any-
thing else garden related,
please write to me at Plant-
manGlenn@gmail.com. I
know a lot of you like to
hear about my experiences
growing the plants that I
have covered in this col-
umn, and I won’t totally
abandon this quest, but I
would like to expand my
focus to include topics spe-
cific to your gardening
experiences. No matter how
simple or complex you
think your question is,
please write. Barring any
publishing difficulties or

space limitations, my col-
umn will appear twice a
month.

Why the name change?
The Cottage Gardener 53012
reflects where I live and
also the name of my blog.
My wife, Terry, calls our
home “Stone’s Throw Cot-
tage” because it is a stone’s
throw away from all that we
love. After living 32 years in
Peoria, Ill. it’s good to be
home! Most of the articles I
have written for the News
Graphic and for plant soci-
ety publications have been
posted to my blog:
https://theCottageGarden-
er53012.Wordpress.com.
There is enough reading on
my blog to occupy even the
longest and snowiest Wis-
consin winter and early

spring! If you go to that site,
click on the box in the lower
right-hand corner and then
click on “follow.” You will
then get a notification every
time I publish something on
the blog. 

Whether you are reading
my column for the first time
or whether you have been
following it for nine years, I
thank you! Your comments
and emails have made it
enjoyable and worthwhile.
Researching the topics has
helped me to increase my
knowledge of plants and my
passion for horticulture. I
look forward to continuing
this endeavor and helping
you to not only become bet-
ter gardeners but to enjoy it
more. 

Last January, Sue D.

asked me about poinsettia
care. My response: You can
treat it like any other tropi-
cal plant. Give it full sun
and consistently moist soil,
but not wet. In the summer,
cut it back about halfway
and allow it to get new
growth. To get it to bloom
again is a little tricky. Start-
ing in November, you need
to give it 14 hours of COM-
PLETE darkness each day.
No light can get through the
covering for 14 consecutive
hours each day. The other 10
hours should be in full sun.
Personally, I think it’s easi-
er to buy a new plant each
year!

Good luck and Happy Gar-
dening!

Cedarburg resident Glenn

Herold was professor of hor-
ticulture at Illinois Central
College, East Peoria, Ill.
from 1979 to 2011. He earned
his BS in biology and MS in
horticulture from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madi-
son. Currently he holds
memberships in the Midwest
Regional Hosta Society,
American Hosta Society,
American Conifer Society,
The Maple Society, Wiscon-
sin Woody Plant Society, and
Wisconsin Hardy Plant Soci-
ety. If you have questions or
comments, contact Glenn at
this email address: Plant-
manGlenn@gmail.com

Additional articles on
plants and gardening can be
found on my blog:
https://TheCottageGarden-
er53012.Wordpress.com

Herold

Bank Five Nine donates to 13
local non-profits

OZAUKEE COUNTY —
Each year around the holiday
season, Bank Five Nine offers
gift wrapping services to
their communities, with 100
percent of the proceeds going
to local non-profit organiza-
tions. This year, due to
COVID restrictions, they
were unable to offer these
wrapping services.  In lieu of
the community gift wrapping
proceeds, Bank Five Nine
still donated $250 to each of
the following local non-prof-
its, totaling $3,250:

Lucky Mutts Rescue

Elmbrook Humane Soci-
ety

The Washington County
Humane Society

Kiwanis Club of Hart-
land

Germantown K-9
Fundraising Organization

Interfaith Caregivers of
Ozaukee County

Friendship Circle of
Wisconsin

Falls Area Food Pantry
Ozaukee Family Ser-

vices
Oconomowoc Food

Pantry (three branch dona-

tions totaling $750)
Friends, Inc.

Bank Five Nine and their
employees donate over
12,000 hours and more than
$200,000 per year to local
non-profit organizations.
The mission of their chari-
table giving program is to
help meet the needs of the
communities we serve by
supporting nonprofit orga-
nizations that improve over-
all quality of life. Learn
more about Bank Five Nine
at www.bankfivenine.com.
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Cheri Schadeberg, Bank Five Nine Germantown branch manager and the Germantown K-9
Fundraising Organization, including Joanne Gindt, Sue Schilter, Gail Trapp, and her grand-
daughter, Lilianna McClain.

Treasury sending out $600
stimulus checks this week

By Bethany Blankley 
The Center Square   

A second round of stimu-
lus checks, this time in the
amount of $600, is being
sent out this week, the U.S.
Treasury Department said
Wednesday.

Referred to as economic
impact payments, the $600
check individuals will
receive is part of the Coron-
avirus Response and Relief
Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act of 2021, a bill Pres-
ident Donald Trump signed
Sunday.

“These payments may
begin to arrive in some
accounts by direct deposit
as early as tonight and will
continue into next week,”
Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin tweeted.

The Treasury Depart-
ment began to mail paper
checks Dec. 30, it said in a
statement.

“This second round of
payments will provide crit-
ical economic support to
those who, through no
fault of their own, have
been adversely impacted
by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic,” the department said.

In March, qualifying
individuals received $1,200
payments.

Eligible individuals do
not need to take any action
to receive the second pay-
ment, the Internal Rev-
enue Service said.

“Anyone who received
the first round of pay-
ments earlier this year but
doesn’t receive a payment
via direct deposit will gen-
erally receive a check or,
in some instances, a debit
card,” the IRS said.

Some “may see the direct
deposit payments as pend-
ing or as provisional pay-
ments in their accounts
before the official payment

date of Jan. 4, 2021.”
Eligible individuals

with incomes of $75,000 or
less will receive a payment
of up to $600 and eligible
joint filing spouses with
incomes of up to $150,000
will receive $1,200. Eligi-
ble parents with children
age 17 or younger will
receive up to $600 per
minor.

“We are working swiftly
to distribute this second
round of payments as
quickly as possible,” IRS
Commissioner Chuck Ret-
tig said. “This work con-
tinues throughout the hol-
idays and into the new
year as we prepare for the
upcoming filing season.”

President Donald Trump
continues to push for
$2,000 stimulus checks to
be distributed to every
American, which the
Republicans in Congress
have rejected.


