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If you find yourself in Ozaukee County for spring break, don’t
lament – there’s plenty to keep you and the kiddos busy. April is a
wonderful time to explore the outdoors on trails, at nature pre-

serves, parks and more, and many of our merchants offer great
opportunities for the whole family to enjoy. Here’s a list of just a few
things to keep you (and your Facebook news feed) flush and busy.

Hands-on fun
If your kids haven’t been to glaze!, the Thiensville walk-in paint-

your-own pottery and glass fusing studio, spring break is a great time to get them there. This
fun art studio is extremely kid-friendly and offers everything from pottery painting to glass

fusing, raw clay, silver clay and acrylic painting. Don’t for-
get to check out the Purple Frog for delicious Cedar Crest
ice cream or 14 varieties of amazing gourmet toast. You
have to see (and taste) it to believe it.

Kids and adults alike are dazzled by the Gem
Shop in Cedarburg – where else can you handle
(and even buy) amazing finds like gemstones,
dinosaur bones, sharks teeth and cool items
made from rock. Check out their 8,000 pound log
from the Petrified Wood Forest in Arizona, col-
lected before it became a national park. Arrange
for a tour or dig in the rock yard, which has
thousands of rocks in barrels and bins. There’s
so much to see, you’ll want to come back time
and again.

The Thirsty Hammer in Cedarburg offers sev-
eral kid-friendly workshops, including paint-

your-own bunny bags April 6, cookie decorating
April 13, cake decorating April 14 and a metal

garden stake workshop April 18. Or choose from any number of fun, custom
wood signs you can make – from cool sports-related or themed room décor to
happy signs welcoming the new season.

Great eats
Wayne’s Drive-In opens for the season April 1. Enjoy ice cream and frozen treats, burgers,

fries and so much more at this classic 1950s-style restaurant with counter and outdoor seating.
They claim the burgers are “flippin’ awesome” at Skippy’s Burger Bar in Thiensville … but

we think the whole menu is pretty amazing. Summers also offer daily specials and the burger
of the month and soup of the week will keep the whole family coming back time and again.

If you’re ready to spoil the kids for chocolate forever, visit the Chocolate Chisel in Port
Washington, where artisans are making chocolate and serving beautiful and delicious hand-
crafted truffles, turtles, sea salt caramels and more every day. The ice cream is a big hit on
warm days – and we do get some of those in April. 

Get out and get moving! 
Lion’s Den Gorge, located in the town of Grafton,

offers beautiful views of Lake Michigan, along with
dog-friendly trails, boardwalks, bridges and a stair-
case that weaves along the bluffs, over ravines and
through wetlands to the shore of the lake. Bring along
a list of native Wisconsin birds for bird watching –
you may spot a variety of waterfowl, raptors and
migrants. Don’t forget your camera. You may even be
able to rival your social media friends’ vacation pho-
tos with those amazing bluff views.

The Mequon Nature Preserve offers 444 acres of natu-
ral beauty, 5-plus miles of diverse hiking trails that lead
you through developing forests, wetlands, prairies, agri-

cultural fields, a
40-foot observation tower and a pollinator’s garden. 

Harrington Beach State Park offers a 700-plus-acre
beachfront. It may be too cold for camping, but the
nature trails will take you around Quarry Lake, high-
lighting the history of Stonehaven, a mining commu-
nity that was once located in the park. Puckett’s Pond
provides fishing opportunities, and the entire park is
a great place for bird watching. A Wisconsin State
Parks ticket or day pass is required for entry. 

Birding is one of the fastest growing recreational
activities in the nation, and kids love spotting our
feathered friends with their eagle eyes. Ozaukee

County is listed by the Wiscon-
sin Society for Ornithology as
one of the top-10 birding desti-
nations in the state. Visit
Mequon’s Virmond Park to
spot waterfowl and songbirds,
Concordia University Wiscon-
sin for hawks and waterfowl,

Port Washington Harbor for waterfowl and gulls, and
Harrington Beach State Park for waterfowl, shore-
birds, gulls, terns and songbirds.

If flowers are your passion, parks and preserves
designated as State Natural Areas have the best

spring blooms, as its forest floors are rel-
atively untouched by modern settlements. Kurtz Woods in Grafton offers sweep-
ing flows of spring blooms in late April and early May.  Lion’s Den Gorge near
the staircase to the lake, and the Shady Hills area in Hawthorne Hills County
Park are also SNAs.  

Visit Riveredge Nature Center in Saukville April 6 for an all-you-can-eat pan-
cake breakfast and dedication of the new Sugarbush House. Registration is
required. 

It may be a little too early to get out on the water, but spring break is a great
time to learn more about our water sports partners, like Silent Wake in Fredo-
nia, which offers a unique kayak service and a safe and delightful experience for
everyone from beginners to advanced pad-
dlers.  Sherper’s will be offering kayak,
canoe and stand-up paddle board rentals on
South Beach in Port Washington. 

Explore and Learn
Wait – what? Shipwrecks? What kid would-

n’t love shipwrecks? The Port Historical Soci-
ety and Port Exploreum’s new exhibit, “Mur-

murs from the Deep – Port Washington’s Shipwreck Sto-
ries,” takes a look at almost all the known shipwrecks in
Ozaukee County waters, from the oldest (the Niagra,
which sank in 1856) to the newest (the Linda E., the last
commercial fishing tug based in Port Washington, which
was run over and sank while fishing in December 1998). 

The Luxembourg American Cultural Society and Center in Belgium features a museum,
gift show and research center housed in the rebuilt 1872-
Mamer-Hansen stone barn. It tells the story of the Grand
Duchy past and present, the history of Luxembourg
immigration to America and the experience of the
immigrant families.

The Cedarburg History Museum’s exhibits change reg-
ularly – for example, journey through Cedarburg’s growth
from a small hamlet to a burgeoning 1930s city through a
series of historic maps now on display. Beginning with an
1830s surveyor’s map, you can watch Cedarburg’s evolu-
tion from industrial center to early tourist destination
and city center. The museum also offers the General Store

Museum and a cute candy and gift shop the
kids will love.

The Cedarburg Art Museum’s newest exhi-
bition (opening April 3) will explore mood
and design through color with Wisconsin’s
own D.K. Palecek, a plein air artist drawn to
cityscapes and buildings.

There are more than a dozen historical sites
and treasures to explore throughout Ozaukee
County. Visit the newly formed Ozaukee His-
tory Co-op on Facebook for links to member
groups’ sites, events and activities. 

For information on all these activities and
more, visit the Ozaukee County Tourism web-
site at www.ozaukeetourism.com and follow
the Ozaukee County Tourism Facebook page.

On behalf of the Ozaukee County Tourism Council, thank you for helping to make Ozau-
kee County a wonderful place for all to live, work and visit. 
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OZAUKEE COUNTY —
March’s INVEST star of the
month is the turnip.

Turnips are high in vitamins
K, A, C and E, B vitamins and
fiber, and help with iron
absorption. They are part of
the mustar family.

When shopping for the tuber,
choose sall turnips, which are
the youngest and have the
sweetest flavor and best tex-
ture. Turnips should be heavy
for their size and firm, without
nicks or cuts. Refrigerate the
turnip roots unwashed in a
plastic bag. They should keep
from one to two weeks in the
fridge. Cut turnips can be wrapped tightly in plastic and stored in the fridge for two to
four days. Lightly mist with lemon juice to prevent browning.

As part of its mission to sustain and improve the health of Ozaukee County residents,
the INVEST coalition shares with residents the harvest of the month, a fruit or vegetable
that is in-season, as well as an accompanying recipe.

INVEST was formed in 2011 and consists of community partners from around the
county. It works to improve residents’ health through obesity reduction, improved men-
tal health, the prevention of youth alcohol and tobacco use and the elimination of illegal
drug use.

To learn more, go to http://washozwi.gov7/INVEST. 
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HARTLAND — The Badgerland Bluegrass
Music Association will be holding its Big Thaw
bluegrass festival Saturay, April 6.

For numerous years, the Big Thaw was attend-
ed by many Ozaukee County residents and held
at the Unitarian Church in Mequon. Now at a
new location, Oakwood Church in Hartland, it
offers music, food, raffle and a lot more room.
This year the Big Thaw boasts two bluegrass
powerhouses, Art Stevenson and Hightower
from Milwaukee and Monroe Crossing from the
Twin Cities. 

Monroe Crossing is named in honor of Bill
Monroe, the “Father of Bluegrass Music.” The
band dazzles audiences with an electrifying
blend of classic bluegrass, bluegrass gospel and
heartfelt originals. Its superb musicianship and
onstage rapport have entertained audiences
across the United States, Canada and Europe.

Based in the Twin Cities, Monroe Crossing
plays an average of 150 shows a year in intimate
rooms, at major venues and outdoor festivals.
The band is a favorite among bluegrass connois-
seurs and nonbluegrass audiences alike. 

Among its many honors, Monroe Crossing was
awarded “Bluegrass Album of the Year” by the
Minnesota Music Academy in 2003. In 2007, it
was inducted into the Minnesota Music Hall of
Fame. It has twice been selected to showcase at
the annual “World of Bluegrass” convention
hosted by the International Bluegrass Music
Association  and has appeared twice at Carnegie
Hall in New York. 

In 2016, Monroe Crossing had the honor of
being the first Minnesota bluegrass band to ever
perform in South Korea. Monroe Crossing has
recorded 15 CDs to date. Its latest release is titled
“Monroe Crossing Plays Classic Country.” It is a
collection of cover songs from the golden era of
country music (1950s and 1960s). Songs from
George Jones, Ray Price, Patsy Cline, Hank
Williams and Johnny Cash are brought back to
life with bluegrass instrumentation and that spe-
cial Monroe Crossing vocal blend. 

Whether playing traditional bluegrass, blue-
grass gospel, original bluegrass or even songs
outside the bluegrass genre, Monroe Crossing is
one of the most active and most entertaining

acts on the bluegrass scene today.
Other local bands performing at the festival

will include Brewtown Bluegrass, Gennesse
Ridge and Big Cedar.

Oakwood Church is located at 3041 Oakwood
Road in Hartland. Entry fee is $12 for nonmem-
bers, $10 for members. There will be jamming
and food available all day.

Lineup:
1 p.m. – Brewtown Brewgrass
2 p.m. – Genesee Ridge
3 p.m. – Big Cedar
4 p.m. – Art Stevenson and Hig Water
5:30 p.m. – Monroe Crossing
For more information, call 262-719-3549 or visit

www.badgerlandbluegrass.org.

The Badgerland Bluegrass Music Association
is also a sponsor of Bluegrass at the Village, pre-
sented by the Ozaukee County Historical Society.
This year’s event will be held Aug. 11 at Ozaukee
County Pioneer Village. The headliner will be
Nightflyer from Goshen, Ohio. For information,
visit www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us.


