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Get hooked on Ozaukee County fishing
Submitted by the 
Ozaukee County
Tourism Council

Like most hobbyists, avid
fishermen are passionate
about angling. And while
you could invest a small for-
tune in gear, the simple fact
remains…basic fishing
doesn’t require more than a
rod, a worm and, if you’re
16 or older, a fishing
license. 

It seems more than ever
recreational fishermen are
lining our creeks, ponds
and lakes in Ozaukee Coun-
ty. As life slowed down
these past few months,
more and more families
dusted off their fishing
gear and set off for the
rivers or out onto Lake
Michigan to haul in these
denizens of the deep.

With more than a thou-
sand miles of Great Lakes
shoreline, 84,000 river miles
flowing through 15,000
lakes and 160 species of
fish, Wisconsin has long
been a favorite landing spot
for anyone seeking a few
hours with a rod and reel.
Ozaukee County’s lakes and
ponds, the Milwaukee
River, Cedar Creek and
Lake Michigan all offer
great opportunities to catch
a wide variety of fish
including northern pike,
smallmouth bass, yellow
perch and bluegill. 

Ozaukee County offers a
number of lakes and ponds
for a relaxing fishing expe-
rience. Some of the more
kid-friendly spots include
Quarry Lake and Puckett’s
Pond in Belgium’s Harring-
ton Beach State Park,
Mequon’s two Rotary Park
ponds, Willow Brooke Park
Pond in Cedarburg, and
Schowalter Park Pond in
Saukville. Sauk Creek
Nature Preserve in Port
Washington is also a popu-
lar spot for fly fishing.

Popular Milwaukee River

angling locations include
Village Park and the River-
walk in Thiensville.
Anglers can fish along the
shore or use the boat or
kayak launches to explore
more of the Milwaukee
River. Smallmouth bass,
northern pike, and bluegill
are popular targets for
anglers at this park. Fly
fishermen often wade
downstream of the dam
when the steelhead trout
are running in the spring,
and when the salmon are
passing through in the fall. 

There are many parks
along Cedar Creek that
offer the public great fish-
ing opportunities. Cedar
Creek Park and Adlai Horn
Park in Cedarburg are pop-
ular places to catch panfish
and northern pike. The
recently restored Adlai
Horn Park now features
small fishing decks that
extend into the creek. This
is a great place to fish with
a worm under a bobber
while enjoying the park.
Covered Bridge Park in the
Town of Cedarburg offers a
unique experience where
anglers can catch a variety
of fish near the last remain-
ing covered bridge in Wis-
consin. 

Boat launches are located
at multiple locations along
the Milwaukee River and
Milwaukee Urban Water
Trail and offer great access
points for anglers who want
to cover more river. Boat
launches at Waubedonia
County Park, Tendick
Nature County Park and
Grafton’s Veteran’s Park
and Lime Kiln Park are
popular with anglers or
people looking for a leisure-
ly paddle down the river.
For information and addi-
tional launch sites, visit
www.milwaukeeriverkeep-
er.org.

Restoration work
The Ozaukee County

Planning and Parks Depart-

ment’s Fish Passage Pro-
gram works hard to restore
natural stream functions
and to reconnect and
enhance high quality habi-
tats for native fish. A good
example of this is the for-
mer Lime Kiln Dam on the
Milwaukee River. In cooper-
ation with the village of
Grafton, the Lime Kiln Dam
was removed in 2010,
improving public access to
the river. Today the site is a
popular destination for
anglers targeting small-
mouth bass, including
those who want to try fly-
fishing. The limestone
island is connected by a
pedestrian bridge, and the
deep water where the dam
used to be is a great place to
fish for big northern pike
and smallmouth bass. Be
sure to check out the educa-
tional signage to learn
more about the dam
removal project and the
Ozaukee County Fish Pas-
sage Program.  

At certain times of the
year fish from Lake Michi-
gan move inland during
their spawning runs.
Anglers have the opportu-
nity to catch steelhead
trout in the spring, and in
the fall chinook and coho
salmon can be found all the
way up to the Bridge Street
Dam in Grafton. Many
anglers can’t resist the lure
of Ozaukee County’s beach-
es and piers, such as Har-
rington Beach or the mari-
na in Port Washington, as
spots to surf fish or shore
fish for salmon and trout. If
you are targeting salmon or
trout and are over the age of
15, you will need to pur-
chase a salmon and trout
stamp in addition to your
fishing license from the
Wisconsin DNR. 

Offshore fishing
If you’re looking for an

offshore fishing adventure,
a fishing charter or private
boat can take you out onto

Lake Michigan in search of
trout, salmon and more.
Port Washington alone
offers several dozen charter
boats, and experienced cap-
tains can help even the
youngest fishermen feel
confident when they feel
that first tug on their line. 

Bob Hammen, president
of the Great Lakes Sport
Fishermen of Ozaukee
County, said Lake Michigan
sports fishing in Ozaukee
County got a kick-start in
the late 1960s thanks to a
growing population of
alewives, a small invasive
member of the herring fam-
ily. To help control the
alewives, the Michigan and
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources intro-
duced chinook salmon (also
known as king salmon) and
coho salmon (also known as
silver salmon) to Lake
Michigan. Today, organiza-
tions like the GLSFC help
hatcheries raise two differ-
ent species of salmon and
three different species of
trout for release into the
Great Lakes, keeping the
population of alewives
under control, providing
sport for fishermen and
helping bring millions of
dollars into our local com-
munities. 

Whether you’re a sports
fishing enthusiast or a fam-
ily looking for a new adven-
ture, make the most of your
day on the lake by booking
a charter in advance. Fish-
ing charters will include
professional quality rods,
reels and tackle. Be sure to
pack plenty of sunscreen
and bug spray, and be pre-
pared for changing weather
(even sunny days can be
cool and windy on the
Lake).

Note that adults and chil-
dren 16 and older need to
purchase a fishing license
from the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
– they’re easy to get and can
even be done from your

phone for immediate use.
And while eating your
catch can be part of a
heathy, balanced diet, the
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources offers
updated advice on the safe
consumption of fish pulled
from Ozaukee County’s
lakes, rivers and creeks.

Generally it is safe to con-
sume Lake Michigan fish in
moderation, but the DNR
has specific recommenda-
tions on fish caught in
rivers and streams. Visit
dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/c
onsumption for more infor-
mation about safe fish con-
sumption.
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Sean Merley shows off a smallmouth bass he caught down-
stream from Bridge Street.

Old World Wisconsin to open
July 1 for reservation-based

programming
TOWN OF EAGLE — Peo-

ple will be able to once again
travel back in time in Wis-
consin’s history starting
July 1 at Old World Wiscon-
sin, but they’ll need to make
a reservation first.

According to a Thursday
announcement, all pro-
grams must be reserved in
advance and the number of
guests will be limited.
Guests will not be allowed
on-site without a reserva-
tion.

“We’ve created a wide
variety of experiences both
in-person and virtual for our
guests to participate in this
season,” said Dan Freas, site
director at Old World Wis-
consin. “From Behind the
Scenes Barnyard to special
food programs, we look for-
ward to welcoming guests
back on-site.”

The program Behind the
Scenes Barnyard allows
families and friends to have

a “driving lesson” with the
historic farmer and the new
oxen team on-site. As part of
the program, guests will
lend a hand with the ani-
mals and collect eggs to take
home.

The Taste of History
Series provides an opportu-
nity for small groups of
guests to tour the Cross-
roads Village while explor-
ing a theme/story from the
past. Guests will be intro-
duced to flavors, traditions
and techniques that will
then feature a meal served at
the Caldwell Farmer’s Club
Hall, according to the
announcement.

There will be three
themes: The Flavor of Little
House, Summer Plate/Win-
ter Plate and Everything But
the Squeal.

Old World Wisconsin will
also host three virtual
events this season. For full
event details and dates, visit

www.oldworldwisconsin.org
or, to register for any of the
events, guests can call 262-
594-6311.

For those visiting Old
World Wisconsin, the histor-
ical site has implemented
some health and safety mea-
sures. Guests and staff will
be asked to adhere to proper
social distancing regula-
tions, and it is highly recom-
mended that face masks be
worn while interacting. The
number of visitors will be
limited to ensure proper
social distancing, and there
will be increased daily
cleaning and sanitation
schedules. Guests and staff
who are exhibiting symp-
toms or think they may have
been exposed to COVID-19
are asked to stay home.

Old World Wisconsin is
located at W372-S9727 High-
way 67 in the Town of Eagle.

Remembering Steve 
Ciccantelli

By Kendra Lamer
262-306-5095

klamer@conleynet.com

WEST BEND — Retired
West Bend Daily News Pub-
lisher and Vice President of
Sales Stephen “Steve” Cic-
cantelli, 68, passed away on
June 15. As an active com-
munity member, family
members and coworkers
have fond memories of Cic-
cantelli.

“I would describe Steve as
having a wonderful sense of
humor, being very intelli-
gent, driven, professional
and fair — people used to
say those words,” said his
wife, Angie Ciccantelli.

“It is hard to summarize
my father and our relation-
ship in just a few short
words. He was my first love.
My protector. My provider.
My everything. He was my
shoulder to cry on, my ear
when I needed someone to
listen, my rock when I need-
ed strength,” said his daugh-
ter, Alyssa Rose.

In 1993, Ciccantelli was
first diagnosed with cancer
and diagnosed with various
forms of it in the following
years. Altogether, Ciccantel-
li fought five different forms
of cancer.

He received a bone mar-
row transplant in 2004.

After being cancer-free for
15 years, he developed lung
cancer in 2019.

Ciccantelli was deter-
mined to attend all of his
daughter’s life milestones,
like kindergarten, high
school, college, her wedding
and the birth of his grand-
son.

“He taught me how to
drive a boat. He taught me
my left from my right. He
taught me to stand up for
myself and fight for what I
believe in. He taught me so
many valuable things in life
and I am so glad that I got
him for a teacher,” said
Rose. “I cannot put into
words how much I miss his
smiling face and contagious
laugh. He will be greatly
missed but not forgotten.”

In the late 1980s, Ciccantel-
li started his career with
Conley Publishing Group at
the Beaver Dam Daily Citi-
zen, working in sales and
advertising. He worked with
Founder James Conley Jr. as

the company acquired publi-
cations.

“I worked for and with
Steve for many years. I’ll
always remember that he
had a quip for just about
everything,” said Regional
Advertising Director Jim
Baumgart. “When he want-
ed me to give careful consid-
eration to something, I was
to ‘noodle around with it’ for
a while. But, whatever I
decided, ‘I shouldn’t throw
the baby out with the bath-
water.’”

Baumgart said Ciccantelli
was tenacious.

”He came to work every
day, did his job and made no
excuses, no matter how he
felt. I admired him for that,
how he persevered, and how
hard he fought for things he
believed in,” he said.

Ciccantelli enjoyed travel-
ing and boating at the fami-
ly’s lake home on Chain O
Lakes in Waupaca.

“That’s Steve’s love,” said
Angie Ciccantelli. “He loved
going there. He loved enter-
taining, hosting many
friends and family.”

They hosted family
reunions at the lake home.
Ciccantelli was also fond of
his pontoon boat, which he
was able to take out a few

times this year.
He was an avid Milwaukee

Brewers and Green Bay
Packers fan and attended
Super Bowl XXXI in New
Orleans to see the Packers
take home the Lombardi
Trophy. 

After working in the news-
paper industry, Ciccantelli
felt the importance of com-
munity involvement.

He was a member of the
Rotary Club of West Bend,
helping facilitate Enchant-
ment in the Park, Seafood
Fest at Regner Park and
steak fries.

One of the couple’s close
friends was the co-chair of
the Jewish Community
Food Pantry in Milwaukee.

“Even at Easter time, he
said, ‘Let’s give to the Jew-
ish Food Pantry,” said Angie
Ciccantelli.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requested that donations
be made to the Jewish Com-
munity Food Pantry and
American Cancer Society
Research. 

A Mass of Christian Buri-
al was held last week at St.
Francis Borgia Church in
Cedarburg.

A public celebration of
Ciccantelli’s life will be held
in 2021.

Family, coworkers reflect on life of
former Daily News publisher
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Angie and Steve Ciccantelli enjoyed spending time at their
lake house on Chain O Lakes in Waupaca. Steve Ciccantelli
was an avid boater and loved going to the house, where the
couple entertained friends and family.

Cedarburg Art Museum hosts
first beer garden of the season

Photo by Mark Justesen/News Graphic Staff

CEDARBURG — The Cedarburg Art Museum’s beer garden is still a work in progress but
should be ready for its official opening this Thursday. A soft opening event at the beer gar-
den took place last week. Work remaining include a covering to the new stage and the com-
pletion of the foundation which will feature the sculpture (pictured) as the centerpiece.


