The building

» Page 6B

that started it all

Sports

HHS alum
gets drafted

» Page 1B

OZAUKEE COUNTY

NEWS GRAPHIC

A Trusted News Source Since 1883

$2

Thursday, July 17, 2025

gmtoday.com

Tall ships to make a stop in Ozaukee

The Appledore IV's rig height is 76 feet. The ship weighs 48 tons and has a hull made of steel.

By Lisa Curtis

leurtis@conleynet.com

PORT WASHINGTON —
The size and majesty might
be the first thing that take
visitors’ breath away when
they cast their eyes on the
visiting ships in Port Wash-
ington next week. But the
stories behind each is
equally compelling.

Port Washington will
serve as a host to Tall Ships
America from Thursday,
July 24 to Monday, July 28 at
Coal Dock Park, where visi-
tors will have an opportuni-
ty to take free deck tours or
go out on a ticketed twilight
sail.

“This is an incredible
opportunity for the public
to connect with our coastal
heritage,” said Wayne Chr-
usciel, director of Port
Washington Tourism.
“Along with Port Washing-
ton Main Street, we're
proud to welcome the com-
munity and our visitors to
this one-of-a-kind experi-
ence on Lake Michigan.”

With Lake Michigan as
the backdrop, the event
offers a unique blend of his-
tory, outdoor recreation and
education — perfect for
families, adventurers and
history buffs alike, accord-
ing to a press release.
Whether one is joining a
sail, taking photos from
shore or just strolling the
docks, the tall ships bring a
sense of wonder to the lake-
front.

The visit is part of the
Tall Ships Challenge, an
annual event organized by
Tall Ships America and
which alternates between
the Great Lakes and the
coasts of the Pacific and
Atlantic oceans. While Port

See SHIPS, PAGE 6A
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Ships that will be in Port Washington next week include the When and If, above, and the Lib-

erty Clipper, below.

MTSD OKs
proposed
2025-26

budget

Residents can vote
on levy Monday

By Charley Hanney

channey@conleynet.com

MEQUON — The Mequon-Thiensville School Dis-
trict reached a critical point in its months-long bud-
getary process, one that once again has used a Zero-
Based Budgeting approach to allow the district to ana-
lyze all expenditures and potential revenues needed to
operate.

The 2025-26 proposed budget, which cannot be final-
—————————————— ized until crucial figures
for final resident enroll-
ment, final equalized val-
ues and final state aid
allocation are available
in September and Octo-

How to attend
‘What: Mequon-Thiensville
School District budget hear-
ing and annual meeting.

When: Monday, July 21
Where: Range Line Confer-
ence Room, 11040 N. Range
Line Road, Mequon

About: Residents are
allowed to vote on the levy at
the annual meeting. To view
the entire proposed budget,
visit https://shorturl.atlbAE.

ber, was unanimously
approved last month and
will be presented during
the district’s budget
hearing and annual
meeting at 7 p.m. Monday
in the Range Line Con-
ference Room, 11040 N.
Range Line Road.

——— Itwill be available as a
view-only live stream, but those wishing to participate
in the meeting or vote on the preliminary tax levy
must attend in person.

“This is a big piece in regards to all of the steps that
we go through,” Executive Director of Business Ser-
vices Andrew Sarnow told the board during its June
16 meeting.

The budget, as of now, assumes the following:

W An increase in equalized values of 3.0%;

Total enrollment of 3,482 students;
$325 per pupil increase on the revenue limit:

W A continuation of service for personnel and edu-
cational programming; and

W Salary increases that include a 2.95% cost-of-liv-
ing increase applied to teacher base wages, 2.95%
increase for support staff and 2.5% for all other
groups.

It calls for a general fund of $56,218,237, a 5.1% or
$2,731,524 increase from the previous year. The total
budget of all funds is $75,277,272 and net total expen-
ditures are $75,627,272.

The proposed total tax levy — the portion that comes
from taxes — increased by $2,337,791 or 4.63% and now
sits at $52,785,400, while the general fund levy is
expected to be $48,134,660. The proposed debt service
levy dropped to $4,423,160.

The 2025-26 preliminary tax rate, which is $7.08 per
$1,000 of equalized value, is projected to increase 11
cents. For the owner of a home valued at $400,000, this
means they would pay $2,832 in the school portion of
their taxes.

The budget will also use $112,000 of Fund 40, a fund
that allows districts to set aside dollars for capital pro-
Jects.

But like last year, the main challenge has been try-
ing to lessen a deficit — now projected to be just over
$281,000 — that has stemmed from several factors,
including historic inflationary increases and lack of
state funding.

One of the ways to immediately balance the budget
without tapping into reserves and prevent higher bor-
rowing costs in the future was pursuing an opera-
tional referendum, which passed in November.

To view the entire proposed budget,
https://shorturl.at/lIbAE.
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Fun Things To Do This Weekend

Fish Days, 4 pm.to 10 p.m.
Thursday, 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. Fri-
day and 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Satur-
day, Veterans Park, 432 N. Lake
St., Port Washington. Enjoy food,
drinks, live entertainment and
more all three days. Thursday is
Senior and Veterans fish fry,
bags tournament and more. Fri-
day is alumni night. Saturday is
parade, car show, makers mar-
ket, fireworks and more.

Movie Matinee: “Saturday

Night,” 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Friday,
Frank L. Weyenberg Library,
11345 N. Cedarburg Road,
Mequon.

Pet Walk Ozaukee, 8:30 a.m.
Saturday, Rotary Park, 4100
Highland Road, Mequon. Fea-
tures vendors, entertainment,
activities, treats and more. Bene-
fits shelter animals.

AstroWings of Grafton 36th
Annual RC Fly-In and Swap

Meet, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, 1866 N. Port Washington
Road, Grafton. See scale
planes, jets, warbirds, aerobat-
ics and helicopters. Bring a
lawn chair or blanket. Parking
is $5.

Toby Keith Tribute Show, £:30
p.m. Saturday. Memories Ball-
room, 1077 Lake Drive, Port
Wiashington. Tickets for dinner &
show are $74.50. Tickets for
show only are $54.50.

Have a news tip?

Splash Pad Sunday and Kid's Contact Lisa Curtis.

Market, 1 pm.to 4 pm. Sunday,
104 Peter Thein Ave., Belgium.
Splash pad, free ice cream and
more. Kids between 10 and 18
will have a stand at the Kid's
Market to encourage their
entrepreneurial spirit.

Icunis@conle‘ynel.com

Bingo, 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Ameri-
can Legion and Auxiliary Post
470, 601 W. Dekora St.,
Saukville. Doors open at 5 p.m.
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