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The year was 1992. In
Mequon, a small group of
citizens realized that farm-
land and open spaces in
their community were dis-
appearing at an alarming
rate. They banded together
to come up with a plan to
protect the character of the
community and its natural
landscapes.

Inspired by actions taken
by private citizens on the
east and west coasts to pre-
serve natural spaces, they
founded the Ozaukee Land
Trust (OLT), a private, non-
profit, volunteer-driven
environmental organization
with the solitary goal of pro-
tecting the natural spaces in
the community.

Six years later, a group of
citizens in the West Bend
area found themselves hav-
ing similar discussions.
They too wanted to protect
the quality of life that is
offered by having access to

natural areas. Rather than
create a new land trust, they
combined resources with
OLT and formed the Ozau-
kee Washington Land Trust
(OWLT).

Despite dramatic popula-
tion growth in Ozaukee and
Washington counties over
the past several decades, the
OWLT has served as a stew-
ard for protecting land and
water for the benefit of all,
and inspiring people to
engage with nature by
ensuring that habitats,
working lands and water
resources are conserved,
connected and resilient.

OWLT currently protects
more than 7,200 acres of
land. About 2,200 of those
acres are open to the public
as preserves, conservancies
and natural areas. These
beautiful spaces can also be
explored online at
www.owlt.org/visit-our-pre-
serves and www.treasureso-
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Volunteers with Great Lakes Community Conservancies Corps
plant trees in Pukaite Woods at Rotary Park in Mequon.
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The organization pro-
motes public awareness of
the benefits of land preser-
vation, including improved
water quality of lakes
streams and wetlands;
restored habitats for fish
and wildlife; protected
scenic and open spaces that
reflect our cultural and nat-
ural landscape heritage; and
enhanced opportunities for
low-impact  nature-based
outdoor recreation.

As winter turns into
spring, OWLT looks for
opportunities to encourage
volunteers to participate
and get involved in some of
its productive and often fam-
ily-friendly activities. Ini-
tially OWLT was a volunteer
organization; in the past 30
years it has grown to sup-
port a staff, but volunteers
continue to play a key role in
the organization’s ability to
continue to protect our natu-

ral spaces.
“It takes a community to
protect our natural

resources,” said OWLT
Executive Director Tom
Stolp. “Our staff and volun-
teers work passionately to
preserve and protect our
forests, wetlands and open
spaces. But when residents
— and sometimes local fami-
lies with young kids — show
up at our events to help us
plant trees, or pull weeds, or
collect litter along our
creeks and streams, it
reminds us that what we’re
doing affects people on a
deeper level. There’s a pride
in caring for, preserving and
protecting these beautiful

A garlic mustard pull underway in Bratt Woods.

Page : BO5

Submitted photo

areas that can be felt by
every resident in our two
counties.”

Spring is a great time for
Ozaukee and Washington
County residents looking to
volunteer. Following are a
few examples of how the
public can get involved:

B Volunteer to help OWLT
plant hundreds of trees in
April and May during week-
day and weekend workdays.
Fill out an application at
owlt.org/volunteer-form

M Be active with OWLT as
it partners with Milwaukee
Riverkeeper River Clean Up
big event on April 23. This
annual tradition tackles pol-
lution and cleans up a por-
tion of the Milwaukee River
on a local preserve. Visit
milwaukeeriverkeeper.org/s

pring-cleanup-save-the-date
to learn more.

M Participate in the Garlic
Mustard Pull-A-Thon compe-
tition in May. This annual
fundraiser was organized to
protect the woodlands of their
neighborhoods. Teams collec-
tively pull garlic mustard at
separate sites — the team that
pulls the most pounds of this
invasive species at days’ end
receives a trophy, and more
importantly, gives native
plants the chance to thrive for
another year. Visit
sewisc.org/garlic-mustard-
pull-a-thon to learn more.

W Participate in annual
group walks on the pre-
serves in April, June and
August that are open to the
public. These walks high-
light the local walking trails

and offer the opportunity for
exploration through wood-
lands, along the Milwaukee
River and across open
prairies filled with wildflow-
ers and native grasses. Par-
ticipants are also treated to
magnificent scenic views of
Lake Michigan. Hikes will
be posted on the OWLT cal-
endar at owlt.org/calendar

W Mark your calendars! In
celebration of the organiza-
tion’s 30th anniversary,
OWLT will host open house
days at their office, the West
Bend historic train depot, on
Saturday, July 9, from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. and Saturday,
July 16, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
where visitors can learn
more about the land trust
and tour the historic train
depot.
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