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OZAUKEE COUNTY - It
may not seem like it, but sit-
ting at home and shopping
online for holiday gifts can
actually be ... limiting.

Stepping out and
strolling

Ozaukee County shop-
ping districts like Washing-
ton Avenue in Cedarburg,
the Mequon Town Center,
the Mequon Public Market,
downtown Grafton, Main
Street in Thiensville and
Franklin Street in Port
Washington opens up a
world of unique gifts and
merchandise.

“We're so lucky here in
Ozaukee County to have so
many locally owned bou-
tique shops, restaurants
and small businesses,” said
Cori Rice Kaminsky, Ozau-
kee County Tourism Coun-
cil board member and
owner of White Rice Adver-
tising. “They are the fabric
of our communities, and
they enhance the personali-
ty and charm of each small
city. I can't imagine a city
like Cedarburg without the
Shops of Cedar Creek Set-
tlement, our unique stores
or our museums and gal-
leries.”

In Port Washington,
shoppers have the added
benefit of gorgeous, expan-
sive Lake Michigan views.

“Those of us who are
lucky enough to live here
and own businesses here
know we have something
special,” Rice Kaminsky
said.

She said business own-
ers are grateful to their
local shoppers who keep the
doors open and help make
Ozaukee County a “kind,
rewarding and memorable
place to be.”

Mequon-Thiensville
Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Lisa
Haasch said there are social
benefits to gain from going
out locally.

“Nothing compares to
the human connection that
comes from getting out into
the community, meeting
neighbors and engaging
with local business own-
ers,” Haasch said. “These
experiences foster pride and
belonging in a way that
online shopping cannot.”

She said the Mequon-
Thiensville community is
home to a wide variety of
unique small businesses --
specialty floral shops, gift
boutiques, children's hair
salon, family-owned restau-
rants, custom butcher shops
and upscale spas and fine
dining that offer something
for everyone.

“Local businesses also
help define the character of
our town by offering unique
products, personalized ser-
vice and the genuine human
connections that come from

'Shopping locally is a no-brainer'

knowing the people behind
the counter,” Haasch said.

More money stays local
Shopping close to pro-
vides a ripple effect of bene-
fits to the communities.
Around 70 cents of every
$1 spent at locally owned
shops stays in the communi-
ty, versus about 40 cents at a
chain store, according to
multiple economic reports.
“Studies have shown
that dollars spent at a local
business come back to the
community at larger num-
bers than those at big box

businesses,” said Ozaukee
Economic Development
Director Kathleen Cady

Schilling.

She said that local stores
often carry local products,
and that continues the
stream of dollars flowing
within a community.

“Shopping local is one of
the most meaningful ways
residents can strengthen
the community,” Haasch
said.

Benefits to local events

Downtown Grafton is
continually adding new
shops to its business dis-
trict, providing a fun selec-
tion of boutiques, chocolate
shops, salons, spas, restau-
rants, cafes and more.

Josh Branham, presi-
dent of Celebrate Grafton,
said shopping small not
only helps him when he
needs to shop, but it helps
his  organization. The
group’s mission is to show-
case the village of Grafton’s
attributes, encourage
tourism and foster civic,
cultural and educational
interest.

“Celebrate Grafton, as a
local nonprofit, is financial-
ly supported by our local
business community. We
could not provide the enter-
tainment and fun events we
put on without the support
of our local businesses,”
Branham said.

And it's because of that
support that he is eager and
proud to shop locally in
Grafton.

“Not only do I find
unique gifts for my family
and friends, but I also find
everything they want,” he
said “To me, that takes the
stress out of holiday shop-
ping. Celebrate Grafton is
very thankful for our local
businesses and proud to
return the support by
shopping local this holiday
season.”

Cady Schilling said that
local businesses often share
their wealth through their
purchases and often their
commitment to local chari-
ties and schools.

A year-round experience

Haasch said the M-T
Chamber works to champi-
on the importance of shop-
ping close to home not just
for the holidays, but all year
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long. She said it is part of
building a resilient, pros-
perous community.
“Year-round support is
essential for these business-
es to thrive. Regular cus-
tomer traffic helps them
manage expenses, plan
growth and stay strong dur-
ing slower seasons or eco-
nomic challenges,” she said.
“Strong small businesses,
in turn, fuel innovation,
encourage entrepreneur-
ship and enhance the over-
all quality of life in our

area. No one wants to live
in a community filled with
empty storefronts, and keep-
ing our commercial areas
active is a shared responsi-
bility.”

Cedarburg Chamber of
Commerce President & CEO
Maggie Dobson said they
recognize that Cedarburg is
built on small or locally
owned businesses, so get-
ting that message out all
year long is important.

“Shopping locally really
is a cyclical opportunity to

make things happen in the
community. Each time you
support a local business, it
opens the door for that busi-
ness to support another
local business, and so on,”
Dobson said. “If we contin-
ue to think of each other
as partners in making our
community better, shopping
locally is a no-brainer.”
Rice Kaminsky said our
small businesses make
Ozaukee County unique.
“They create a quality of
life we all crave. Those of us
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Shoppers take in the shops along Franklin Avenue in Port Washington during last year's Christmas on the Corner.

who are lucky enough to
live here and own business-
es here know we have some-
thing special,” she said.
“We’re grateful to our local
shoppers who keep our
doors open, and help make
Ozaukee County such a
kind, rewarding and memo-
rable place to be!”
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