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Cozy up in Ozaukee County
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Quarry Lake at Harrington Beach State Park in Belgium is beautiful any time of the year, but especially so in winter.

OZAUKEE COUNTY — If
there’s anything we Wiscon-
sinites know how to do, it’s
staying warm when the
winds turn sharp and the
windows frost over. In Ozau-
kee County, staying warm
isn’t just about the weather
—it’s about settling into the
winter season with joy and
coziness. Whether that
comes from snuggling up in
your warmest sweater,
ducking into your favorite
pub or bundling up to enjoy
a quiet winter walk, Ozau-
kee residents know how to
stay cozy. Enjoy these tips
for making the most of this
blustery weather.

When you’re chilly, what’s
the first thing you reach for
after a warm sweatshirt?
For many of us, it’s comfort

food that feels like a warm
hug. When the tempera-
tures dip, Ozaukee County’s
restaurants transform into
their coziest selves. Ethnic
eateries offer delicious
alternatives to a warmed up
can of soup — for tastes you
may have never experi-
enced, try Aathira Foods’
mutton elumbo soup or a
delicious unique soup or
pho from Bamboo Bistro or
Le’s Pho. Out & Out offers a
variety of mac and cheese
options, sure to please the
whole family.

The supper club atmo-
sphere at places like Moon-
light Tavern and Juice’s
Ghost Town is always warm
and inviting, and there’s
nothing like tucking into a
warm brunch at a place like

Toast in Cedarburg or
Kyote’s Bar & Grill in Bel-
gium! To really appreciate
the Ozaukee lifestyle, how
about overlooking a cold,
raging Lake Michigan from
the cozy interior of one of
Port Washington’s lakeside
bars or restaurants? Cava-
lier Wine Bar and Inventors
Brewpub both offer amaz-
ing lake views with ample
protection from the ele-
ments.

Sometimes the quickest
way to feel warm is simply
stepping inside a place that
delights your senses. Ozau-
kee County is chocked full
of charming boutiques full
of treasures like Kknitted
scarves and sweaters, scent-
ed candles, artisan soaps
and books you can’t put

down. Candy shops like
Sweet Trio in Grafton and
The Chocolate Chisel in
Port Washington wrap you
in the delightful scents of
warm chocolate, sugar and
caramel.

Winter afternoons are
made for wandering around
places like the Grafton Arts
Mill Studios (which repre-
sents 22 artists in a bou-
tique setting), Grafton’s
Antiques of Gordon’s (the
largest and oldest antique
shop in the area) and Cedar-
burg’s Cedar Creek Settle-
ment. With three levels of
unique boutiques, artist
studios and galleries, you
can spend hours comfort-
ably exploring the many
Settlement shops, sampling
Cedar Creek Wine or the
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A hiker and his dog enjoy a trek through a snow-covered trail
at Harrington Beach State Park in Belgium.

balsamics and oils of the
Olive Sprig, and chasing the
cold away.

When it’s time to hit the
road, bundle up in outwear
from places like Sherpers or
Suburban Motors Harley-
Davidson, or tug on your
favorite cozy Wisconsin-
branded hoodie from Cedar-
burg Threads or one-of-a-
kind comfy crewneck from
Wild & Precious Boutique.

For outdoorsy types, a
crisp hike through Lion’s
Den Gorge, Hawthorne
Hills, Riveredge Nature
Center, Mequon Nature Pre-
serves or Harrington Beach
State Park can be fun and

invigorating.
Follow it up with a deli-
cious soda drink at

LemonZello, a tasty hot
chocolate at the new Tulip
Cafe inside Hollander
Chocolate, or lunch at Fork
& Tap in Port Washington
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Left, Opal Stone, owner of Wild & Precious Boutique in Grafton and Cedarburg, displays some of her holiday-themed warm wear. Right, part of the fun at
Antiques at Gordons, 2275 Port Washington Road in Grafton, is just browsing.
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and you have a perfect win-
ter day!

For the 21 and older crowd,
a cozy cocktail (full strength
or zero proof) can also warm
you from the inside out.
You'll find plenty at estab-
lishments like Sierzant, the
Stilt House and the Union
House Cedarburg. Ozaukee
County has plenty of brew-
eries, wineries and distil-
leries open as well, some
with tasting rooms or offer-
ing flights for the adventur-
ous consumer. The Fermen-
torium and Inventors Brew-
pub offer a delightful selec-
tion of microbrews, as well
as carry out options, and a
stop at Barrels on Bridge in
Cedarburg will warm the
heart and soul of any spirit
lover!

Some of the warmest gifts
aren’t things at all
they’re moments. Winter is
the perfect season to sur-
prise someone with a pot-
tery or painting class, a trip
to a museum or tickets to a
local performance. Check
out the offerings at places
like the Cedarburg Art
Museum, the Cedarburg
Cultural Center, the Wis-
consin Museum of Quilts &
Fiber Arts, the Cedarburg
History Museum, the
Cedarburg PAC, Painted
Creek in Cedarburg, glaze
in Thiensville; or Memories

Dinner Theater in Port
Washington.

Beyond the gifts, meals
and outings, the true

warmth of Ozaukee County
comes from its people. Sup-
porting a local shop, a gen-
erous tip at your favorite
cafe, bundling up for a
neighborhood stroll or
attending a community
event are the moments that
bring us together. Sure, win-
ter is cold — but Ozaukee
County’s sense of commu-
nity keeps us close, active
and warm.

(The Ozaukee County
Tourism Council is a group
of businesses and organiza-
tions that support and pro-
mote tourism in Ozaukee
County.)
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