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Covered Bridge Art Studio
Tour, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, Ozaukee
and Washington counties. See
some of southeastern Wiscon-
sin’s finest artists and the spaces
in which they work. Free. Visit
www.cedarburgartistsguild.com
for more information.

The Lightfoot Band, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Cedarburg PAC,
W68N611 Evergreen Blvd.,
Cedarburg. Tickets are $59.

Fall Fiesta, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Newburg Sportsman's
Club, 835 W. Main St., Newburg.
Crafters and vendors, raffles,
bake sale and food and bever-
ages. Free admission.

Autumn at the Village, 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Saturday, Pioneer Village,
4880 Highway I, Saukville. Enjoy
hay wagon rides, tractors, historic
demos, live music, children’s
activities and more. Admission is
$8 for adults, $6 for students and

seniors and free for members and
children under five.

Fall Into Grafton, 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday, downtown
Grafton. Enjoy food, children’s
activities, Pumpkin Derby, mini
golf and more.

Wisconsin Singer/Songwriter
Series: Patty Stevenson and
Craig Siemsen, 7 p.m. Saturday,
Unitarian Church North, 13800 N.
Port Washington Road, Mequon.

With Peter Roller and Mark Edel-
stein. Concert begin at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $22 in advance, $26
day of show or $12 for students
with ID.Visit www.wsss.org for
more information.

Lakeshore Symphonic Band:
Music of Disney, 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Cedarburg PAC, W68N611
Evergreen Blvd., Cedarburg.
Tickets are $10 general admis-
sion or free for students with ID
and children under 5.

Fun Things To Do This Weekend
Have a news tip?

Contact Lisa Curtis.
Email:

lcurtis@conleynet.com
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‘I’m just asking you to listen to the people’

By Alex Stahl
Special to Conley Media

PORT WASHINGTON —
Hundreds of people waited
outside the Port Washington
City Hall, as protesters held
signs saying “No Data Cen-
ter” and “Stay away from
our water” in an effort to
raise concerns about energy
and environmental impacts
of a new data center that
was approved by the city in
August. 

Mayor Ted Neitzke IV said
the economic impact is
important for the community.

“As a native of this com-
munity, I urge you to look
beyond Vantage AI,” said
Tracy Finch. “We must face
the serious risks that this
massive data project pos-
sesses to our town. Risks
that have been proven real
in other communities
regardless of corporate
reassurance.”

In August, the Port Wash-
ington Common Council
approved an $8 billion pro-
ject to build a new data cen-
ter on the northwest side  of
Port Washington. Vantage

Data Centers, a company
based out of Denver, Colo. is
facilitating the data center
and building four buildings
on 640 acres. Construction
will be completed in 2034.

The meeting began with
officers being sworn in and
keys being handed out. The
media was not allowed in
until after the keys were
given out, even though the
room was no longer at full
capacity.

Neitzke started the session
by announcing that the data
center had already been
voted on and that there
would be no vote about the
development of the data cen-
ter, as the Common Council
is just talking about annex-
ing land. Development for
the project will begin in six
to eight weeks. 

“Just a reminder to the
community tonight, there’s
a handout given to you that
walks through the questions
that have been asked pub-
licly about what action is the
Common Council consider-
ing tonight on the data cen-
ter and it’s only an annexa-
tion. There is no action

being taken. The city of Port
Washington has already
passed and approved a devel-
opers agreement with the
Vantage Corporation,”
Neitzke said.

While the data center had
already been approved, 30
minutes of public comments
were allowed. Area resi-
dents poured their hearts
out to the Common Council,
including members of com-
munities in Washington,
Ozaukee and Sheboygan
counties. 

“While the data center has
been largely discussed and
received a lot of coverage,
what’s not been widely com-
municated or discussed are
the impacted residents of
these power lines," said
Melissa, a Farmington resi-
dent whose last name could
not be heard over the sound
of the public’s chants. “I too,
just recently found out, only
because a neighbor knocked
on my door.”

Residents of the Port
Washington community
spoke out as well.

“I’m just asking you to lis-
ten to the people,” said Lucy

McHugh, a resident of Port
Washington. “Take some
time. Let this process. I’m
just asking that you take
some time and give some
people some time to review
the damage that will be done
to our area as well as
through the country.” 

McHugh dropped off a
folder with 2,500 signatures
from change.org of people
protesting the building of
the data center.

David Boetcher, the vice

president of IBEW Local
159, based in Milwaukee,
spoke for the data center. 

“The controversy may fol-
low, but the union trades are
always prepared to build the
future. We are building
Microsoft in Racine, and
we’ll build Port Washing-
ton,” said Boetcher, who was
booed after his speech by
those in attendance.

City leaders said 4,000 con-
struction jobs will be creat-
ed over several years.

A Vantage spokeswoman
from Colorado spoke, as
well. She highlighted the
community and appreciated
the people coming forward.
She also stated how this has
been deemed “Project Light-
house” and how they are
excited to bring jobs and rev-
enue to the community.

After public comments,
Neitzke explained that Port
Washington is on the brink

Cedarburg’s own ‘Night Owl’ 
conquers the Appalachian Trail
By Cori Kaminsky

Special to the News Graphic

CEDARBURG — When most of us
think about a nice hike through nature,
we head to Lion’s Den Park or up to
Riveredge Nature Center for a relaxing
afternoon. But Liz Pfeifer, founder of
Trail Dog & Company, took the idea of a
hike to the extremes this year — hiking
the entire Appalachian Trail from
Georgia to Maine.  

She started her adventure on Feb. 28
at Springer Mountain, Ga., and just
under six months, 14 states and 2,198
miles later, she stood at the summit of
Mt. Katahdin in Maine.

“It took me 150 days,” Pfeifer said. “I
had to take three weeks off to nurse a
sprained ankle, less than 100 miles from
the end of the trail, if you can believe it.
Other than that, I had only 11 ‘zero
days,’ where I didn’t hike at all. Honest-
ly ... even at my lowest points — and
there were a few — I found it easier to
just keep moving.”

Over the course of the six months,
Pfeifer logged as few as 7 miles in a day,
and as many as 26.6 miles one day in
Pennsylvania. 

“By that point I was a well-oiled
machine,” Pfeifer laughed. “I was with
my ‘tramily’ — that’s trail speak for
trail family — and the weather was per-
fect.”

Trail culture comes with its own
quirks and traditions, including trail
names. Trail names are often adopted
during long-distance hikes as a tradi-
tion to create a unique, memorable
identity separate from their daily lives,
often given by other hikers. 

“Most hikers go to bed early and wake
up before sunrise. I’m not typical. I’d
sometimes stay up until 10 p.m.,” she
said. “So they gave me the name Night
Owl. I still haven’t met another Night

Owl, because most hikers are snoring
by 8 p.m.” 

When she reached the summit of Mt.
Katahdin, Night Owl joined the 25% of
hikers who actually finish the trail each
year — a small percentage compared to
the 3,000 to 4,000 who start. 

“Fewer hikers attempted it this year,”
she said, “because many people were
hesitant to hit the trail after the devas-
tation  from Hurricane Helene to North
Carolina, Virginia and Tennessee. It
was also a very rainy spring and sum-
mer. I was the 386th hiker to finish this
year.”

For Pfeifer, the Appalachian Trail

wasn’t a whim. 
“I first stepped foot on the trail in 2020

and immediately felt a draw,” she said.
“It felt magical. It represented Ameri-
cana. I became obsessed.”

A women’s backpacking trip along a
portion of the trail in Virginia sealed
the deal. 

“At the end of five days everyone else
was excited to go home, and I thought,
‘oh no, it’s over?’ I didn’t want to leave.
From there, I just kept thinking, what if
I didn’t have to stop? What if I just kept
going?”

Photo courtesy of Liz Pfeifer 

Liz Pfeifer celebrates completing the Appalachian Trail on Mt. Katahdin in Maine.

See TRAIL, PAGE 6A

Improvements planned
for Port and Pioneer

roads intersection

OZAUKEE COUNTY — Another key Ozaukee County
interchange will soon undergo several improvements. 

Ozaukee County and the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation are in the process of developing plans to
improve the Pioneer Road (Highway C) and North Port
Washington Road (Highway W) Intersection, a project
located in the city of Mequon and town of Grafton. 

According to a town of Grafton press release, improve-
ments include realigning left turn lanes on all four legs to
provide better sight lines for traffic turning left — which
will include pavement widening on the north and south
legs of the intersection, and median realignment on the
east and west. 

Other enhancements will be replacing the traffic sig-
nals with new bases, poles, signal heads and wiring.
These changes will include adding left turn arrows for all
four directions to allow protected left turns as well as
adding flashing yellow arrows, according to the press
release. 

The intersection will remain open during construction
with temporary signals, though highways C and W may
be closed to one lane in each direction, according to the
press release. Daytime flagging may be used to help
direct traffic safely through the work zone and traffic
delays — especially during peak travel hours — should be
expected.

The press release notes that right-of-way acquisition is
expected and that FEE right-of-way — when a govern-
ment or entity owns the land outright instead of having
an easement — is needed at a few properties adjacent to
the intersection to construct turn lanes and traffic signal
improvements, according to the press release. Ozaukee
County is expected to begin real estate acquisition early
next year.

Construction is scheduled for 2027 and is expected to
last two to three months.

Any comments regarding the project can be submitted
to County Public Works Director Jon Edgren at 262-238-
8335/jedgren@ozaukeecounty.gov or Ayres Associates
Design Engineer Andrew Rowell at 920-327-
7846/rowella@ayresassociates.com.

Public input being sought

Hundreds show up for meeting 
on proposed data center 

Photo courtesy of Alex Stahl

Protesters gather outside Port Washington City Hall to protest a data center that is scheduled
to begin construction in six to eight weeks.

See DATA, PAGE 6A



News Graphic - 10/09/2025 Page : A06

October 9, 2025 5:47 pm (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

6A • NEWS GRAPHIC • THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2025 GMTODAY.COMLOCAL

Trail
From Page 1A

That “just keep going” atti-
tude became her driving
force. 

“My goal was simple: hike
as long as I was having fun.
Every time I crossed into
another state, I’d evaluate my
situation, and each time I
thought, ‘Well ... I might as
well keep going.’” 

Friends, family and even
strangers back home provid-
ed that much needed support
and encouragement. 

“My husband Adam was so
amazing — he kept things
running at home and cheered
me on. My parents, my
friends — everyone was so
supportive. After a while, peo-
ple in Cedarburg, then Ozau-
kee County, and then beyond
started following my updates.
When I sprained my ankle so
close to the end, I knew I had
to go back and finish, not just
for me, but for them. It
became their summit too.”

But the hike didn’t come
without its challenges.
Pfeifer battled norovirus in
Virginia, rain-soaked days
in Vermont, rattlesnakes in
Pennsylvania, voracious
mosquitos and that frighten-
ing ankle sprain in Maine. 

“I’ll admit, there were
days when I wasn’t having
fun anymore. There were
days when I was miserable. I
called those ‘dig deep days.’
That’s when trail friends
made all the difference.
They’d encourage me,
empathize with me and keep
me going.”

It helped to plan out the

next day each night before
bed — studying inclines,
mileage and water sources
gave her a sense of control.
She had two nights with
close calls with bears out-
side her tent. One scam-
pered away when she yelled
out, but another was much
more curious and spent
some time sniffing around
her tent. It finally ran when
she poked it with her

trekking pole. 
“But even worse than the

bears and snakes were the
bugs,” she said. “Some
nights I’d want to hang out
with fellow hikers by a
campfire, but the
mosquitoes were so bad
they’d drive us all into our
tents early.”

High points included
crossing into North Caroli-
na just one week after start-

ing her hike; reaching the
halfway point in Pine Grove
Furnace, Pa, and celebrating
by watching her trail mates
Flyer and Tuck polish off a
half gallon of ice cream
each (a tradition she didn’t
take part in because of the
norovirus); and weathering
a 65 mph windstorm on a
mountain in Tennessee on
her first night camping
alone. 

“I realized if I could sur-
vive that, I could survive
anything,” she said.

Virginia became her
favorite state. 

“Most hikers hate Virginia
because it’s the longest
state, But for me, it’s where I
grew the most, learned to be
independent and even
enjoyed solo tenting,”
Pfeifer said. “Fourteen
nights alone taught me a lot
about myself.” 

Life on the trail meant
simplifying everything.
Pfeifer’s tradition became
hiking three or four days
before heading into a town
to restock food and other
supplies. She relied on tools
like hiker hostels, the “Far
Out” app (which pairs hik-
ers up with “trail angels,”
volunteers who help hikers
along the way) and “hiker
boxes‚” frequently found at
the hostels. 

“You’d be amazed at how
much support there is out
there for hikers,” Pfeifer
said. “Hiker hostels provide
affordable places to sleep,
shower and do laundry, and
a place to gather and share
stories. They would provide
‘hiker boxes‚’ where hikers
could take or leave supplies

— Ziploc bags, extra granola
bars, personal items. I was
amazed when I found tent
stakes at one stop - those
were on my shopping list!” 

Among her favorite fellow
thru hikers were the 6-Pack
Family that came upon her
shortly after her fall and
ankle sprain. They helped
her hobble to the nearest
logging road by carrying her
gear, encouraging and reas-
suring her and before they
left, they tucked an inspira-
tional note into her bag. 

“I read it in my bunk late
that night, sobbing,” she
admitted. “They somehow
said exactly what I needed to
hear at that moment.”

Meals were fun at first, but
pretty quickly lost their
allure. 

“I ate ramen every night
from Virginia to New Hamp-
shire. Sometimes I’d fancy it
up with beef jerky to make
‘trail pho,’” she said. “But
one day I woke up and
thought, ‘I can’t do this any-
more.’ Same thing with
peanut butter and Clif Bars. I
loved them ... until I didn’t.”

It wasn’t until the halfway
point that finishing actually
started to feel like a realistic
goal, she said. 

But when I finally crossed
into Maine, that’s when it
hit me. I was going to fin-
ish.”

And finish she did.
“I cried the entire last mile

to Katahdin. Well, I’d cry‚...
then I’d laugh ... then I’d cry
again. I was finishing those
last 100 miles after being off
the trail for three weeks and
I cherished every single
moment of that last week.”

She laughed when she
shared her summit photos. 

“Of course it stormed that
last day. Everyone else has
sunny, blue-sky photos that
look like postcards, and I
have a backdrop of gray
nothingness,” Pfeifer said.
“But honestly? For all the
wet and miserable hiking I
did, that was the perfect end-
ing for me.” 

Now back in Cedarburg,
Pfeifer is pouring her pas-
sion into Trail Dog & Com-
pany, her local business that
leads guided hikes, team
building treks and adven-
ture travel. From Nov. 1 to
Nov. 6 she is hosting a
women’s hiking retreat on
part of the Appalachian
Trail, but this time with
vacation rentals and restau-
rant dinners. 

“We day hike and stay at a
nicely appointed vacation
rental, no camping
required,” Pfeifer said with
a laugh. “And I still have
room for four more!”

In 2026 she’s guiding a co-
ed hiking excursion through
the front and back country
of Yellowstone, as well as a
woman’s retreat along the
Superior Hiking Trail.  

“I’ll never forget this jour-
ney,” she said. “But the best
part is bringing what I
learned back home, and
helping others discover the
magic of the open trail.”

Trail Dog & Company
offers local hikes, regional
trips and custom adven-
tures. Learn more at traildo-
gandcompany.com; on Face-
book at Trail Dog and Com-
pany; and on Instragram at
@traildogandcompany. 

Photo courtesy of Liz Pfeifer 

Liz Pfeifer, center, is pictured with her friends “Tuck,” right, and
“Flyer” at the halfway point of the Appalachian Trail.
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of a sink-or-swim situation.
Regarding the concerns of neighboring

communities, such as Farmington, he said, 
“We are not in control of where those

lines are laid, what is done or what is done

with them.”
Neitzke shared an independent study that

was done to demonstrate the economic
impact the data center will have. 

“We are unable to meet our financial
needs, our infrastructural needs and in our
next Common Council meeting, I would
encourage you all to come back to hear our
current budget situation,” Neitzke said.

He added that if not for federal and state
grants, they would not have been able to
update and maintain many things around
Port Washington.

The Vantage Data Centers project is
expected to significantly increase Port
Washington’s valuation by up to $120 mil-
lion, generating approximately $650,000
annually in new property tax revenue start-

ing in 2027, which could reduce property
taxes for residents. 

Additionally, the $8 billion campus is pro-
jected to create thousands of construction
and operational jobs, and Vantage will
invest $175 million upfront for infrastruc-
ture improvements, which will be reim-
bursed by a tax incremental financing dis-
trict. 


