OZAUKEE COUNTY —
Ozaukee County is rich
with history waiting to be
explored. From charming
downtowns to centuries-old
homesteads, the area offers
a glimpse into Wisconsin’s
past through its well-pre-
served landmarks and local
museums.

Whether you're a lifelong
resident or a curious new-
comer, visiting these histor-
ical sites is a meaningful
way to connect with the sto-
ries and people that shaped
the communities we call
home. This season, take
some time to rediscover
Ozaukee County through
the places that keep its lega-

cy alive.
The Ozaukee County His-
torical ~Society (OCHS),

established in 1960, seeks to
preserve and advance the
county’s heritage through
preservation, education and
programming. OCHS oper-
ates three historic proper-
ties: Ozaukee County Pio-
neer Village in Saukville,
Stony Hill School in Fredo-
nia and the Hazel Wirth
Archives and Research Cen-
ter in Cedarburg.

At Pioneer Village, histo-
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ry comes alive in a collec-
tion of beautifully pre-
served 19th-century build-
ings. Visitors can stroll past
log cabins, a one-room
schoolhouse, a blacksmith
shop, and a general store, all
filled with authentic arti-
facts. Guides in historical
attire bring pioneer stories
to life, offering a memorable
experience for all ages.

Fredonia’s Stony Hill
School is a one-room school-
house known as the birth-
place of Flag Day.

On June 14, 1885, Bernard
J. Cigrand, a 19-year-old
teacher, held the first obser-
vance of “Flag Birth Day”
His efforts led to President
Woodrow Wilson’s 1916
proclamation of Flag Day.
The nearby Americanism
Center in Waubeka houses
the National Flag Day Foun-
dation and a museum show-
casing patriotic memorabil-
ia and military artifacts.
Open during events or by
appointment, it hosts annu-
al Flag Day celebrations fea-
turing parades, music and
more.

In Cedarburg, the His-
toric Interurban Depot and
Hazel Wirth Archive Center
offer insights into local
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transportation history as
well as extensive local
archives. While you're in
Cedarburg, the Cedarburg
History Museum, located in
the historic Hilgen &
Schroeder Mill Store, offers
rotating exhibits and local
photography  collections
that illuminate the city’s
past. The museum shares
space with the Visitor Cen-
ter, making it a must-visit
destination.

Art lovers can explore the
Cedarburg Art Museum,
housed in a 19th-century
mansion, which highlights
works by Wisconsin artists.
Additionally, the Cedarburg
Cultural Center serves as a
vibrant hub for art exhibits,
performances and histori-
cal programs, offering
curated shows of artistic
and historical interest.

For a unique experience,
the Wisconsin Museum of
Quilts & Fiber Arts show-
cases antique quilts and tex-
tiles, each telling stories of
history, craftsmanship and
community.

Mequon’s history is
showcased at the
Jonathan Clark House
Museum, a Greek Revival
home built in 1848. Once

Great places to explore Ozaukee County

3

the residence of pioneer
Jonathan Clark, the home
features original furnish-
ings and docents who
share stories about the
family and the area. Near-
by, the Trinity-Freistadt
Historical Site preserves
the legacy of German
immigrants who founded
the area’s first Lutheran
congregation. The site
includes 12 historic build-
ings and offers tours from
May through October.
Also in Mequon, the Pom-
merscher Verein Freis-
tadt celebrates Pomerani-
an heritage through cul-
tural events, genealogy
and the annual Pommern-
tag festival.

In the village of Belgium,
the Luxembourg American
Cultural Society and Center
connects European and
American heritage. Visitors
can explore the Luxem-
bourg American Roots and
Leaves Museum, learning
about traditions and contri-
butions of Luxembourg
immigrants. The center
helps with dual citizenship,
offers cultural trips to Lux-
embourg and hosts the
annual Luxembourg Fest

in 1839.
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Left, the Judge Eghart House is located at 302 W. Grand Ave., Port Washington. It is open from Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day weekend. Right, Stony Hill School, N5595 Highway |, Fre-
donia, offers a two-hour program with a simulated experience.

every August.

Grafton offers a rich
tapestry of history. The
Grafton Historical Society
is dedicated to preserving
and sharing the area's past,
offering insights into the
village’s development and
heritage.

A significant chapter in
Grafton's history is its role
in the evolution of blues
music. In the early 20th cen-
tury, Paramount Records
recorded some of the most
influential blues artists of
the time, including Ma
Rainey, Louis Armstrong
and Charley Patton. Visi-
tors can delve into this
musical heritage through
the Paramount Plaza &
Walking Tour, which fea-
tures tributes to these leg-
endary artists and offers a
self-guided exploration of
the sites associated with
Paramount Records.

Port Washington visitors
can start at the Pebble
House, a distinctive mid-
1800s home built with
smooth stones from Sauk
Creek that now serves as
the Visitor Center. Nearby,
the Judge Eghart House,
built in 1872, offers a look
into Victorian family life

with rooms furnished by
local  families. Tours
include the hall, parlor, din-
ing room, bedroom, and
kitchen of the house, all fur-
nished with antiques donat-
ed by Port Washington and
area families. The Port
Washington Historical Soci-
ety operates the Resource
Center in the 1852 Barnum
Blake building, hosting
rotating exhibits and pre-
serving the city's past. The
society also maintains the
1860 Light Station, a
restored lighthouse offering
stunning Lake Michigan
views and guided tours
throughout the summer.

From Cedarburg to Fredo-
nia, Mequon to Port Wash-
ington and everywhere in
between, Ozaukee County is
filled with places that bring
history to life. These sites
not only preserve the past
but invite all of us to learn,
reflect and celebrate the
rich heritage of our home-
towns.

(The Ozaukee County
Tourism Council is a group
of businesses and organiza-
tions that support and pro-
mote tourism in Ozaukee
County.)
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Left, The Luxembourg American Cultural Center, 100 Peter Thein Ave., in Belgium, has a
museum, events, a research center and more. Above, the Jonathan Clark House, at the cor-
ner of Cedarburg and Bonniwell roads in Mequon, is named after the man who settled Mequon
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